The Kerry Young Historian Award 2023: Call for participation

The Kerry Young Historian Award (KYHA)
KYHA is an annual initiative by the Kerry Archaeological & Historical Society, Kerry County Museum and Kerry County Council and is kindly supported by The Education Centre Tralee and The History Teachers’ Association of Ireland, Kerry branch.  KYHA is open to all Kerry secondary schools and all young Kerry people aged 12 to 19. There are two categories: Junior (1st to 3rd class) and Senior (4th to 6th class). 
Purpose of the Award:
The purpose of the award is to encourage participants to research and written an essay on a local history topic in a personal, interesting and critical way with a special focus on some of Kerry’s lesser told stories. The award aims to encourage and produce the historians of the future as well as engaging young people in local history, archaeology and heritage. 
Award Prize:
1. The winning essays of both categories will be published in the prestigious Kerry Magazine, an annual publication by the Kerry Archaeological & Historical Society
2. Each participating school will receive a voucher from Kerry County Museum for a free visit or outreach visit to the school
3. New in 2023: First prize winning schools in the Junior and Senior categories will be guaranteed a free workshop at the Big Dig by the Irish School of Archaeology. This prestigious event takes place annually in Tralee Town Park as part of the Architecture Kerry Festival in September

Expressions of interest: 
Kerry Secondary Schools are asked to submit an expression of interest by Friday 16th September 2023.  Once we have received expressions of interest, we will invite participants to join a Zoom information session. 
If your school would like to participate, please submit an expression of interest (see form below) by contacting K.A.H.S. Education Officers Victoria McCarthy and Claudia Köhler at education@kerryhistory.ie

[image: ]
Competition Rules:
· Topic: Essays must be based on local history, archaeology, architecture or heritage with a special focus on some of Kerry’s lesser told stories
· Focus: Participants are encouraged to choose a topic which has a personal meaning to them (e.g., family history) and/or to include a personal response or interpretation
· Research process: The competition encourages speakers to contact and/or visit  their local museums, libraries and archives as part of their research
· Length: Essays in the Junior category should be between 500 and 1000 words in length, while essays in the Senior category should be between 750 and 1500 words in length (excluding bibliography) 
· Format: Essays should be submitted in Word 
· Title Page: The title page should contain the name of the student, the name of the school, name and contact number of the supervising teacher, the submission date and title of the essay as well as the word count 
· Referencing: Students are advised to properly acknowledge their sources, including online sources (guidelines can be supplied)
· Use of images: Students are encouraged to include images as part of their essay. All images should be credited. If images of people are taken and included, written permission for use and publication needs to be obtained 
· Submission: Essays must be submitted by email to education@kerryhistory.ie on or prior to the competition deadline on Friday 23 March 2023

Expressions of Interest: The Kerry Young Historian Award 2023
School name: 
School Address:
School phone number:
School website:

Name of designated History Teacher:
Email of designated History Teacher:
Mobile number of designated History Teacher:

Please tick which category you will enter:
Junior category ⃝      or Senior category ⃝
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