The Roadside Geology of the Din

gle Peninsula

Aois an Oighir ag Loch an Pheidléara
The Ice Age at Pedler’s Lake

Le dhd mhillidin bliain anuas, bhi roinnt tréimhsi éagsdla oighir i nEirinn.
| gCorca Dhuibhne, is ar an dtaobh thoir thuaidh de na cnoic is mé a
bhailiodh an t oighear. Ghearradh sé amach comanna ansid a
sholdthrafodh oighear do na sruthanna oighir a bhiodh sna gleannta.

Is istigh i gcom tipicidil atd Loch an Pheidléara lonnaithe.

During the last 2 million years Ireland has been subjected to various
glacial periods. On the Dingle Peninsula, ice collected mainly on the
north-east sides of mountains. There it produced deepened corries
(cwm, cirques) which fed ice to valley glaciers. Pedler’s Lake is in a
typical corrie.

Loch an Pheidléara i gcom a bhi trdth da raibh lan d'oighear; a
ritheadh isteach i sruth oighir na hAbhann Médire.

Béal an choma, le liopa ardaithe go mbiodh an t oighear ag
imeacht thairis, agus paisti de charraigeacha strfocacha.

Pedler's Lake is a glacial corrie that was once full of ice that
fed the Owenmore Valley glacier.

Front edge of the corrie showing raised lip over which the ice
flowed, and patches of scriated rock.
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Trasghearradh trf chom atd ldn d'oighear. Uaireanta fagtar
smionagar na gcloch (an moiréan) i mbéal an choma.

Striocal ar an Sean-chloch Dhearg Ghainimhe; is clocha san
oighear a ghearr na striocal sin do réir mar a ghluaiseadh sé
6n gcom amach.

Cross-section through a corrie filled with ice. Rock debris

Striations on the Old Red Sandstone produced by stones in (moraine) may be left at the corrie lip.

the ice as it flowed from the corrie.
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Is sa bhliain 1837 a duirt Louis
Agassiz, geolal dn Eilbhéis, don
gcéad uair gurb amhlaidh a bhf
oighear luite anuas ar fhormhdr
thuaisceart na hEorpa trdth dd
raibh. Is ag Loch an Pheidledra
sa bhliain 1848 a fuaireadh
fianaise i nEirinn ar Aois an
Oighir don gcéad uair; is € John
Ball (1818-89), stdtseirbhiseach
agus dreapaddir cnoc a rugadh |
mBaile Atha Cliath, a aimsigh é.

In 1837 the Swiss geologist
Louis Agassiz said for the first
time that ice formerly covered
much of Northern Europe.The
first evidence in Ireland for the
Ice Age was discovered in 1848
at Pedler’s Lake by John Ball
(1818-89) a Dublin-born civil
servant and mountaineer.

John Ball agus an fhianaise ba
thdisce ar Aois an Oighir i
nEirinn.

John Ball and the first evidence
of the Ice Age in Ireland

Daileadh na gcomanna i gCorca Dhuibhne
Geological History of the Dingle Peninsula

(] Shale [Upper Carboniferous]
Limestone [Lower Carboniferous]
0Old Red Sandstone & conglomerate [Devonian]
Sandstone & conglomerate [Silurian-Devonian]
Mudstone & volcanic rock [Silurian]
Mudstone [Ordovician or Silurian]
Castlegregory
‘ L]
NOW—
\. ' NEOGENE
Le linn thréimhse an Ordaivisigh agus tréimhse an tSioldraigh, is laisteas de mhednchiorcal an domhain a S
bhi Eire, faoi bhun uisce na farraige idir dhd mhor-roinn taldn. Bhi pluda agus gaineamh & leagadh sios ann, gur PALEOGENE
deineadh diobh na carraigeacha atd le feiscint anois gairid d'/Abhainn an Scdil. Le linn an tSioldraigh, bhi bolcdin |
ag pléascadh leis an laibhe agus leis an luaithreach atd le fdil inniu ag Ceann Sratha. Théadh ainmhithe i ngreim
CRETACEOUS

sa drfodar agus sa phludaigh agus td siad le feiscint inniu ann mar iontaisithe nd fosaill gairid do Dhin Chaoin
agus ar Chnoc Chathair Chonraoi. Driodar gainimhe a leagadh sios ina dhiaidh sin a chruthaigh na clocha —
gainimhe i n-aice leis an nDaingean agus ag Ceann Sléibhe.

JURASSIC
Faoi thréimhse an Deavdnaigh, bhi an fharraige dinta ar fad, rud a chruthaigh mdr-roinn mhér taldn le fasaigh —"
ann. Deineadh Sean-chloch Dhearg Ghainimhe den ngainimh, mar atd i ndrom Shliabh Mis, agus den ndriodar TRIASSIC
garbh, deineadh na carraigeacha ar a dtugtar comhcheirtledin, atd le feiscint inniu ag Loch Slat agus ag Inse. —
Ag tUs an tréimhse Carbonmhar, bhi an talamh faoi bhun farraige tanaf trépaiceach agus bhf an coiréal agus an PERMIAN

t-iasc sliogdnach ag maireachtaint go rdthmhar ann. T4 a rian sid caomhnaithe sna clocha aoil sna Machairf.

Le dhd mhilliin bliain anuas go dti deich mile bliain ¢ shin, bhiodh comanna 4 gcruthd ar thaobh na gcnoc ag an
oighear; is minic a bhionn locha iontu inniu. Ritheadh sruth an oighir le fanaidh tri na gleannta, agus do réir mar
a leaghadar, leagadar sios cré na mbolldn le méran sértanna cloch trid.

During the Ordovician and Silurian Ireland was south of the equator, and under an ocean between two
continents. Mud and sand deposited into it eventually became the rocks seen near Annascaul. In the Silurian,

volcanic islands erupted lavas and ash now found at Clogher Head. Muddy sediments trapped animals today : m_~
preserved as fossils near Dunquin and on Caherconree Mountain. Younger, sandy sediments produced the oo
sandstones near Dingle and Slea Head. ORDOVICIAN
By the Devonian, the ocean had disappeared, forming a large continent with deserts. The sand formed Old <
Red Sandstone of the backbone of the Slieve Mish Mountains, while coarser sediments produced rocks called CAMBRIAY
conglomerates, seen now at Lough Slat and at Inch. [ %+
At the beginning of the Carboniferous period the land was flooded by shallow tropical seas where shellfish and e
corals thrived. These are preserved in the limestones on the Magharees.

FORMATION OF
During the last 2 million years to 10,000 years ago, ice on mountainsides formed depressions called corries, L_'HEEARIH  4,500_]
many of which now contain lakes. Glaciers moved downslope along river valleys, and when they melted ey
boulder clay containing many different rock types was deposited. \ J

7 Radharc ¢ thuaidh ar an gcom lastuaidh d'Abhainn an Scdil, mar a
bhfuil Loch Abhainn an Scdil anois. Greanadh adhmaid én 194 haois
de chuid George Du Noyer (le caoinchead Shuirbhéireacht
Gheolaiochta na hEireann).

View northwards towards the corrie north of Annascaul where
Annascaul Lake is now located. 19th century woodcut by
George Du Noyer (courtesy of the Geological Survey of Ireland).




